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The Foundation For Southeast Texas 
is a community Foundation providing 
m a n a g e m e n t ,  i n v e s t m e n t  a n d 
administration of funds given by many 
donors for numerous charitable purposes. 
The Foundation serves Hardin, Jefferson 
and Orange counties. The funds in the 
Foundation support activities focused 
primarily on local needs designated by the 
donors and the Board of Directors.

The Foundation for Southeast Texas 
is designated as a public charity. The 
Foundation will make its yearly audit 
and IRS Form 990 available for public 
inspection at its office by request. Call the 
office at 833-5775.

If you would like an electronic copy of 
our publications please email or call the 
Foundation with your email address.
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ADVISORY BOARD

Gifts to the foundation

To: The Audrey P. & Edward M. Curtis Endowment Fund
From: The J. Curtis Spath Fund of The Community
 Foundation Serving Richmond & Central Virginia 

To: The O.B. & Ethyl Sawyer Fund
From: BBX Operating, LLC 

To: The Community Opportunity Fund
From: Texas Petroleum
 The Bequest Maurine Gray Estate
 Gethrel Williams-Wright
    in memory of Cornelius D. Williams, Sr.
 Laura E. Allums

ADDITIONS TO FUNDS

You can help the nonprofits in Southeast Texas by giving to the Foundation for Southeast Texas.   Your donation will 

be added to the Community Opportunity Fund at the Foundation.  Your gift of any size will be pooled with gifts from 

other donors to make small grants to the nonprofits of southeast Texas.  Because the Community Opportunity Fund 

is endowed, your gift is not just for now, but forever.   You can give in honor or memory of a loved one.  Your gift will 

be acknowledged by our staff and listed in our publications with your permission. 

Why Every Cause You Love
Should Have an Endowment

Virtually every nonprofit you support has an annual balancing act. They 
have to pay rent and administrative cost, while offering high quality 
services and planning for the future. Donors can help nonprofits by 
helping them build an endowment.

What is an endowment? It is a permanent “savings account” on which 
a nonprofit can rely, thus enhancing its capacity to plan for the future. 
Endowments are managed by the Foundation for Southeast Texas with 
consistent and competitive returns that give an organization an annual 
income while continuing to build and outpace inflation.

For example, if your estate gives a $20,000 gift or bequest to a charity’s 
endowment through the Foundation, 
the charity will gain annual income 
from it and in 50 years, that will have 
an enormous impact. That seed gift 
will grow to more than $240,000 of 
permanent endowment and, at the 
same time, it will have given more 
than $190,000 to the agency for 
important programs  and services.   
It is amazing how much, given 
time, a modest amount can do.  

The Foundation partners with 
nonprofits to enhance that nonprofit’s ability to build its financial 
sustainability. The nonprofit gains the benefit of being part of a larger 
portfolio and receives the Foundation’s investment expertise targeted 
specifically to endowment building, often at a lower cost than available 
elsewhere. It’s important to note that an endowment fund is a permanent 
initial investment that creates the fund and, along with any gifts that are 
added to it over the years, will always be at the Foundation to generate 
income to meet future needs of the endowed organization. In this way, an 
endowment fund helps provide a nonprofit organization with long-term 
stability while demonstrating wise financial stewardship to donors. 

For more information about donating to one of our agency endowments, 
or to establish an endowment for your own favorite charity, call our 
Executive Director Mellie Bevilacqua at 409-833-5775.

Competitive Grants for 2016
The grant packets for the 2016 competitive grant season will be 
available the first week in January.  The packet will be accessible 
through our website at www.cfsetx.org or by emailing director@
cfset.org or calling our office at 833-5775 and requesting a 
packet.  All grant applications must be returned to our office or 
postmarked by Wednesday, March 9, 2016.

This year, the Foundation for Southeast Texas awarded over 
$132,000.00 to sixty-six nonprofits in the three counties we 
serve.  The grants ranged from $500 to $5000.

A friendly reminder to those nonprofits who received a grant 
this year:  please have your report turned in to the Foundation 
for Southeast Texas’ office by February 7, 2016 in order to be 
eligible to apply for a competitive grant in 2016.



site visits

This fall, site visits were made to 18 of the 66 nonprofits who 
received competitive grants from the Foundation for Southeast 
Texas.  The first round of visits was to Hardin County.  At the 
Boys and Girls Club of Hardin County we toured the facility 
and observed all the supplies purchased for after school 
and summer programs funded by our grant.  The next stop 
was The Christian Loving Care Center where we received a 

guided tour illustrating the 
much-needed building repairs 
(including new windows) that 
were completed, thanks to our 
grant. The Kountze Public 
Library was a beautiful place 
to visit.  They were able to 
purchase new computers for 
the children who visit as well 
as provide a magic show over 
the summer for the children.  
Our final stop at The Indian 
Springs Special Needs Camp 

demonstrated how their 
organization utilized their 
grant to restore property 
trails and bridges, providing 
camping facilities to special-
needs campers.  

To kick off our Orange and 
Mid-Jefferson Counties tours, 
we visited Little Cypress 
Intermediate School where 
they are constructing a Stay 
& Play Recreational Area 
for all children to enjoy.  We 
reviewed the plans for the 
playground and visited its 
destination, where children 
were already enjoying the 
area.  Next, we observed 
Orange Christian Services 
food distribution operations and discussed the grant-funded 
school supplies distributed to the disadvantaged children 

in local districts.  We then 
visited the Bridge City Public 
Library where our gift is being 
used to paint the walls of the 
new construction. The Groves 
Senior Citizens Association 
patrons enjoy socializing at 

their meeting place and now they can do so among the new 
furniture purchased with this year’s grant.  Our next stop was 
the Port Arthur International Seafarers’ Center where we 
toured the grounds and learned more about their services. Our 
grant provided seafarers with escorted transportation to the 

Center, shopping centers, and other important locales.  Our final 
area stop was the Samaritan Counseling Center of Southeast 
Texas.  The staff explained how the center operates and we saw 
therapeutic books, toys and games provided by a previous grant 
as well as the new computers provided by this year’s.  

The third round of site visits was to Jefferson County, 
starting with Anayat House.  We saw the new grant-funded 
linens purchased for use 
by the visiting families in 
the sleeping facilities when 
their family members were 
undergoing hospital   care.  
We stopped at the Giving 
Field where harvested 
organic goods are given to 
local soup kitchens.  Their 
grant was used to purchase 
lawn equipment.  At John Jay 
French House we toured the 
historic home and observed 
the new parking lot that was 
furnished by our grant money 
this year.  Next, we visited the 
Unity Treatment Center at the 
Council on Alcohol and Drug 
Abuse, observing the center 
at work as well as the freezer 
purchased with grant money for the Intensive Residential 
program.  At the Rainbow Room, the volunteers of Community 
Partners for Children showed us the car seats and other supplies 
purchased with their grant for use by case workers of Protective 
Services to benefit abused and neglected children.  We toured 
the Southeast Texas Family Resource Center and learned 
how our grant helped provide educational opportunities for 
children during the summer break. At Ubi Caritas, a privately 
supported organization dedicated to meeting the needs of the 
medically underserved, we learned of how the Foundation’s 
grant provided medical supplies needed for CAMP 5210, 
designed to empower community youth to adopt healthy 
lifestyles.  Our final stop 
was to Stable-Spirit, an 
equestrian facility established 
to provide opportunities 
that inspire positive mental, 
physical and emotional health 
through professional-guided 
interaction with horses.  This year, the Foundation’s grant 
funded individual and group therapy sessions for individuals 
at or below poverty level.  

Each and every visit to these deserving nonprofits was eye 
opening and rewarding. The services they provide for people 
in the community are immeasurable.  We were assured that 
each of the grants the Foundation awarded was well deserved.

tips to enhanCe Year-end Gifts

The end of the year is a notable time for charitable donations.  Not only do the 
holidays inspire many people to feel generous, but it’s the last opportunity to 
glean an income tax benefit for the current year. 

If you’re thinking about making a year-end gift, here are a few suggestions 
to consider:

•	 If	giving	cash,	you	may	want	to	consider	using	your	credit	card.		You	gain	the	tax	break	for	
2015, even if you don’t pay it off until 2016.  Plus, you get the benefit of any points offered on 
your card.

•	 Gifts	of	appreciated	stock	offer	two	benefits:		You	avoid	capital	gains	tax	while	still	earning	
an immediate charitable deduction for the fair market value of the securities, deductible up to 30 percent of your 
gross income.  Some nonprofits are not equipped to accept stock gifts, but the Foundation for Southeast Texas can accept 
these gifts.  

•	 If	you	have	an	insurance	policy	you	no	longer	need,	you	can	get	a	charitable	deduction	for	the	cash	value	of	the	
policy.

•	 Even	if	you’re	not	ready	to	decide	what	causes	to	support,	you	can	still	get	a	tax	break	for	this	year.		A	charitable	
fund at the Foundation for Southeast Texas gives you the impact of the gift now, while allowing you to decide where 
distributions should go at a later time.

•	 For	loved	ones	who	insist	they	don’t	need	more	“stuff,”	consider	making	a	charitable	gift	in	their	honor.		Give	to	your	
fund, establish one in their honor, or give to the Community Opportunity Fund that is already established with us.   

•	 Talk	with	your	professional	advisor.	They	can	help	you	make	the	most	tax-advantageous	decisions	for	your	
current situation.

It’s not too late to maximize your giving through the Foundation for Southeast Texas.  Our office is open to accept donations, and 
you	can	contribute	online	at	any	time	by	visiting	our	website	at	www.cfsetx.org.		You	can	even	start	your	own	fund	by	year’s	end.		
Contact Mellie Bevilacqua at 409-833-5775 or director@cfsetx.org.

There are many things about      Southeast Texas for which 
to be thankful – many reasons to love living here.  But the 
truth is, our community still has needs.  We believe, by 
working together, we can make Southeast Texas a place 
where every person can reach full potential.  A place for 
which we are all thankful.  A place where we all love to 
live.  We can help 
you show your love 
for Southeast Texas.
Call 409-833-5775 or 
visit
www.cfset.org
to learn how.

thankful 


