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The  Foundat ion  For  Southeas t 
Texas is a community Foundation 
providing management, investment and 
administration of funds given by many 
donors for numerous charitable purposes. 
The Foundation serves Hardin, Jefferson 
and Orange counties. The funds in the 
Foundation support activities focused 
primarily on local needs designated by 
the donors and the Board of Directors.

The Foundation for Southeast Texas 
is designated as a public charity. The 
Foundation will make its yearly audit 
and IRS Form 990 available for public 
inspection at its office by request. Call 
the office at 833-5775.
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Gifts to the foundation

To:	 The	AB2	Memorial	Fund

From:	 JoAnne	and	Mike	Bonura

To:	 Audrey	P.	and	Edward	M.	Curtis
	 Endowment	Fund

From:	 The	J.	Curtis	Spath	Fund
	 of	The	Community	Foundation	Serving
	 Richmond	and	Central	Virginia

To:	 The	John	Wasser	Memorial
	 Community	Fund

From:	 Dana	Wasser

To:	 The	O.B.	and	Ethyl	Sawyer	Fund

From:	 BBX	Operating,	LLC

To:	 The	Community	Opportunity	Fund

From:	 Texas	Petroleum

From:	 The	Bequest	Maurine	Gray	Estate

Y o u  C a n  M a k e  a  d i f f e r e n C e

Yo u  w i l l  m a k e  a  d i f f e r e n c e . 

If you could do one single thing this year to make Southeast Texas a better place to 
live, what would it be?
Does your vision touch our youth, our elderly, local health and recreation, our 
environment, or our community’s theatre and arts?
This is the legacy work of the Foundation for Southeast Texas.  We are here to make a 
difference that will last forever.
As the end of the year approaches, we celebrate holidays when we give thanks for all of 
our blessings, and we give gifts to the special people in our lives.  It is also a good time 
to consider giving beyond the special people in our lives to making charitable gifts 
that will have a lasting impact on the community we call home.
Please, take this moment to be part of this big vision that makes such a difference to 
so many.  We will put your gift to work, whether it be $25, $100, $500—or more—to 
change lives today and tomorrow.
Exactly what is the work of the Foundation for Southeast Texas?  Here are three core 
elements that, combined, define what we do:

1. We build endowment. Rather than spend gifts received, we invest them, and 
return the earnings annually as grants and scholarships.  We are proud to 
celebrate awarding over $3.5 million dollars to deserving nonprofits in our 
community since 1998. That’s the power of endowment—building and changing 
lives, year after year.

2. We have a broad, flexible purpose. Gifts received support education, health, arts 
and culture, animal welfare, conservation- the entire charitable gamut- all to 
support the greater good of Southeast Texas. 

3. Personalized donor service is key to our work. Donors stay involved in grant-
making recommendations and in the original design of their charitable fund.  
We help families, individuals, and companies build legacies of giving that will 
stay here, locally, forever.  With as little as $10,000.00 to establish a fund (and up 
to five years to build to that level), everyone can be a philanthropist. Everyone 
can leave a legacy and make a lasting difference.

Talk with your tax advisor about the Foundation for Southeast Texas. Chances are they 
know about our work and all the advantages we offer, including tax savings. Consider 
creative ways to blend your charity with gift giving. Instead of giving individual/
business gifts, make a lump sum gift to the Community Opportunity Fund of the 
Foundation for Southeast Texas. We’ll notify your list of named friends and relatives 
that a gift to the community has been made in their honor! It is a perfect way to bring 
your charitable vision closer to your own family and neighbors.
Or, come talk with us. The volunteers who serve on our Board of Directors are 
members of your community too.  Chances are that you know one or more of them.  
Ask them what the Foundation for Southeast Texas can do for you and what you can 
do to make a lasting difference in Southeast Texas.
Please join us with your donation or call Mellie Bevilacqua, Executive Director for the 
Foundation at (409) 833-5775 to talk about your charitable gift goals.
With your shared commitment, the Foundation for Southeast Texas is a strong and 
permanent charitable resource for Jefferson, Orange and Hardin counties. 

ADDITIONS	TO	FUNDS:



More iMpaCt to Go around

While I was in public office, I was often asked difficult questions. 
It was, therefore, a real pleasure to recently have been asked a 
very easy one!

Why did you and your husband decide to establish a fund with 
the Foundation for Southeast Texas?

Both Sam and I had been very active over many years in 
community affairs, not only fulfilling what we considered 

to be our civic duty, but also 
making many lifelong friends 
and deriving great personal 
pleasure from the associations 
with which we worked. We also 
developed huge respect for their 
missions and the volunteers 
and staffs who labored to make 
those missions meaningful.

Again, both Sam and I had served many years with the United 
Way, and both of us had served as president and campaign 
chairmen. We had, and I still have, great pride and confidence 
in that organization and in their method of carrying out their 
goals. The Foundation of Southeast Texas was an outgrowth of 
community needs as learned from United Way’s experience.

We watched the Foundation mature and become very successful 
over the several years since its founding. It offered to Sam and 
me, and to many others, the opportunity to guarantee that the 
United Way and other organizations in which we had played a 
part would still derive support from us even after we both had 
passed away.

Thus was started the Samuel and Evelyn Lord Endowed Fund. 
When it goes into play after my death, the major portion of 
interest derived from it will go to the United Way and the 
rest to Goodwill Industries. The other groups in which we 
volunteered (Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Salvation Army, etc.,) are 
all United Way agencies and will be covered in that part of the 
endowment.

From time to time, we added to the Fund, and many 
contributions to it were made in Sam’s memory upon his death.

It is a wonderful and warm feeling for me to know that, when 
we are no longer here, the groups that we had invested ourselves 
in would still be receiving a little financial support from their 
friends, Sam and Evelyn Lord, through the Foundation for 
Southeast Texas, an organization in which I have absolute trust.

This was most certainly an easy question to answer!

BeCoMinG a part of the foundation for southeast texas

Community foundations are independent, public charities 
that steward philanthropic resources from individual and 
institutional donors to community-based organizations. 
Community foundations strengthen communities by 
enabling people to create charitable funds that address a wide 
range of interests. Through visionary, diverse, and inclusive 
philanthropy, community foundations have become catalysts 
for significant community change.

There are more than 700 community foundations that operate 
in urban and rural areas throughout the United States. Most 
belong to the Council of Foundations, an association that 
promotes responsibility in giving and serves as a resource for 
foundations.

Community foundations accept nearly every type of asset 
including cash, real estate, stock and bonds. Gifts come from 
living donors and bequests through various types of funds and 
giving vehicles. In the U.S., community foundations nationwide 
hold over $45 billion in assets. Community Foundations range 
in size, from those with over two billion in assets to those with 
$100,000 or less. Community foundations invest in diverse and 
soundly managed portfolios.

Community Foundations play a key role in identifying and 
solving community problems. Each year, billions of dollars are 
given to a variety of nonprofit activities that include the arts, 
education, health and human services, preservation, culture, 
conservation and disaster relief. 

Community foundations offer donors many advantages. 
They work with individuals, families, attorneys, and estate 
and financial planners to design gift plans tailored to meet 
diverse economic situations, maximizing the benefit donors 
receive from their contributions as well as the impact of their 
philanthropic dollars.

The Foundation for Southeast Texas, established in 1997, has 
given three and a half million dollars to nonprofits from its 
twenty-eight diverse funds. Its funds are invested conservatively, 
but the earnings have consistently beaten the benchmarks. 
It has been a partner with other funders in Southeast Texas 
to meet the varied needs of the community. The Foundation 
leases offices in its building at 700 North Street to sixteen 
nonprofits at below market rates, and also provides them with 
three meeting areas.

What is a CoMMunitY foundation?

You may not have called it a “giving circle” but you are probably 
familiar with the idea. A giving circle is a group of volunteers 
raising, pooling and granting money to local nonprofits. 
Such giving circles are on the rise.  Individuals are realizing 
that one hefty contribution can have an immediate influence 
in a community.  It’s a way to become more strategic in your 
generosity and making the biggest impact on groups and 
causes you care about.   You can be as involved as you want 
to be with no pressure. Some individuals just want to come to 
the annual meeting and vote for which groups are awarded the 
money. Others want to visit sites and see the organization in 
action, and still others sign on to volunteer directly with the 
groups that receive the grants. 

Members often meet and eat, hold coffees or cocktail hours 
with their friends and their friends’ friends.  They laugh, they 
choose a wrong to right. They pool their resources and make 
a plan to go about being a force for good in their community. 
Giving circles also provide social networks, leadership 
development, peer support, and learning among its members.  

The amount of giving per member varies.  Each giving circle 
selects a financial donation that is right for its members.  Most 
ask that each member give the same amount.  Women for 
Social Innovation, for example, opted for a minimum annual 
giving threshold of $250 for women under 35 and $1,000 for 
those 35 and older, so that younger women, who may not have 
as many resources to contribute, could participate.  

In Austin, a giving circle of more than 200 couples, ages 30 
to 50, donate $1,000 each and pool their contributions to 
make at least one grant of $100,000 annually to nonprofits 
they collectively choose from each year’s contributions.  These 
members want to make an impact and to see on a local level 
where their funding goes in their community and this process 
allows them to do so.

For more information about forming your own giving circle, 
contact Mellie Bevilacqua at the Foundation for Southeast 
Texas at 409-833-5775 or director@cfsetx.org  

Competitive Grant awarded to YMCA to purchase books for 
reading program in Port Arthur ISD

Competitive Grant awarded to the United Christian Care 
Center of  Vidor to purchase groceries for clients

CoMpetitive Grants for 2015

The grant packets for the 2015 competitive grant season will be available the first week in January.  The packet will be accessible 
through our website at www.cfsetx.org or by emailing director@cfsetx.org or calling our office at 833-5775 and requesting a packet.

This year, the Foundation for Southeast Texas awarded $135,196.00 to seventy-eight nonprofits in the three counties we serve. 
The grants ranged from $500 to $5000.

A friendly reminder to those nonprofits who received a grant this year: please have your report turned in to the Foundation for 
Southeast Texas’ office by February 6, 2015 in order to be eligible to apply for a competitive grant in 2015.


