
To: The Collective Fund
From: The Honorable Courtney Arkeen and Mr. Cody Arkeen
 Mr. and Mrs. John Beaver
 Mr. and Mrs. Sam Bevilacqua, Junior
 Mr. and Mrs. Joshua Cavett
 Mr. and Mrs. Frank Celli
 Mr. and Mrs. Colby Crenshaw
 Mr. Zach DeLuna and Ms. Valerie Lewis
 Ms. Haylee Faggard 
 Mr. Tanner Franklin
 Mr. and Mrs. Drew Griffin
 Mr. and Mrs. Justin Huff

WINTER 2019                                                                                                                 Volume XXI, Number 2

FOUNDATION FOR SOUTHEAST TEXAS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2019-2020

David Locke – President
Meredith Hise – Vice President

Joe Vernon – Treasurer
Linsi Walker – Assistant Treasurer

Courtney Arkeen – Secretary
Rod Carroll – Past President

Johnnie Andrus
Courtney Arkeen 
Debbie Bishop
Joshua Cavett
Colby Crenshaw
John Draths
Todd Dunkleberger
Scott Hall
Tiffany Hamilton
Meredith Hise
Ingrid Holmes
Denise LeBlanc

David Locke
Sara Norman
Stuart Salter
Ida Schossow
Michele Smith
Penny Sullivan
Ronnie Turner
Joe Vernon
Linsi Walker
Boyd Wells
Pam Williams

ADVISORY BOARD
Elaine Allums
Pat Avery
Larry Beaulieu
Rod Carroll
Shirlene Cook
Charles Cox
Joe Domino
Jim Dunaway
Robert Edgar
Jason Fuller
Kathleen Hardey
David Hitt

Gisela Houseman
Tammy Kotzur
Evelyn Lord
Floyd McSpadden
John Quigley
Mary Ann Reid
Dean Robinson
Gail Shook
Ross Smith
Peg Towers
Nancy Vincent

Mellie Bevilacqua - Executive Director
If you would like more information

please call 409-833-5775
FOUNDATION FOR SOUTHEAST TEXAS

P.O. Box 3092
Beaumont, TX 77704
fax: (409) 833-7885

email: Director@cfsetx.org
www.cfsetx.org

The Foundation For Southeast Texas 
is a community Foundation providing 
management, investment and 
administration of funds given by many 
donors for numerous charitable purposes. 
The Foundation serves Hardin, Jefferson 
and Orange Counties. The funds in the 
Foundation support activities focused 
primarily on local needs designated by the 
donors and the Board of Directors.

The Foundation for Southeast Texas 
is designated as a public charity.  The 
Foundation will make its yearly audit 
and IRS Form 990 available for public 
inspection at its office by request.  Call the 
office at 833-5775.

If you would like an electronic copy of 
our publications please email or call the 
Foundation with your email address. 
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You can help the nonprofits in Southeast Texas by giving to the Foundation for Southeast Texas.   Your donation will be 
added to the Community Opportunity Fund at the Foundation.  Your gift of any size will be pooled with gifts from other 
donors to make small grants to the nonprofits of southeast Texas.  Because the Community Opportunity Fund is endowed, 
your gift is not just for now, but forever.   You can give in honor or memory of a loved one.  Your gift will be acknowledged 
by our staff and listed in our publications with your permission. 

Gifts to the foundation
ADDITIONS TO FUNDS ...................................................................................................................................

To: AB2 Memorial Scholarship
From: Alicia Bonura Memorial Fund 

To: Community Opportunity Fund
From: Texas Petroleum 
 The Bequest Maurine Gray Estate
 Mr. and Mrs. Todd Dunkleberger

To: Pat and Craig Sherlock Family Fund
From: Mr. and Mrs. Craig Sherlock

To: Audrey P. and Edward M. Curtis Endowment Fund 
From: J. Curtis Spayth Fund of The Community Foundation 
 Serving Richmond and Central Virginia

NEW FUNDS ...................................................................................................................................
Jamie and George Pope Family Fund 
Golden Pass LNG Scholarship Fund
The Collective Fund 

Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Salter 
Mr. and Mrs. Chester Shelton
Mr. and Mrs. John Quigley 

Mr. and Mrs. David Locke 
Mr. Frank Messina
Mr. and Mrs. Colin Moore 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Norman 
Mr. and Mrs. Derek Sachitano
Mr. and Mrs. David Thieme
Mr. Taylor Thompson
Dr. and Mrs. Andrew Victores
Ms. Linsi Walker

To: O.B. and Ethyl Sawyer Fund
From: Zarvona Energy, LLC
To: John Wasser Memorial Community Fund
From: Ms. Dana Wasser
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The Collective
Collective:  [noun] a cooperative enterprise; [adjective] done by people acting 
as a group

A new generation of benefactors that support the community of Southeast Texas 
were invited to be a part of a new fund simply named The Collective. The Collective 
is a group of friends that donate annually to The Collective Fund, an unrestricted 
fund managed by the Foundation for Southeast Texas. These pooled donations 
are invested,and a portion is distributed yearly through grants to local nonprofit 
organizations that undertake our community’s most critical work. Participation 
in The Collective requires an annual donation. We encourage you to consider The 
Collective as your choice for year end charitable giving. Donations may be made 
through the Foundation’s website at www.cfsetx.org/donateby selecting “Donate”, 
and then specifying “The Collective Fund” with your gift amount. 

The creation of The Collective Fund was celebrated at the inaugural cocktail 
party on Giving Tuesday, December 3, 2019. Like-minded friends joined together 
for cocktails and hors d’oeuvres at the swankiest new space in Beaumont - The 
Lakeside Center’s Tevis Room. This event was hosted by Mellie Bevilacqua, 
executive director of the Foundation for Southeast Texas and board members Sara 
Norman and Linsi Walker.



enterGy donation
On Thursday, December 12, 2019, Entergy Texas presented a check for $150,000.00 to The Foundation for Southeast Texas.  This 
contribution was made to help customers recover from Tropical Storm Imelda and will be granted to local nonprofit organizations 
focused on helping rebuild communities across Southeast Texas. The contributions are part of the $350,000 commitment that the 
company made following Tropical Storm Imelda in October. 

There’s no place like home for the holidays, but that takes on a whole new meaning for many still recovering from Tropical Storm 
Imelda. For those still recovering, their wish list this holiday season may include basic necessities like a full pantry, tools to help rebuild 
and clean sheets to get a good night’s rest.

 “Southeast Texas has always showed its resiliency in the face of adversity, and we’re proud to support our communities as they rebuild 
following Tropical Storm Imelda,” said Sallie Rainer, president and CEO of Entergy Texas, Inc. “We hope these contributions will help 
our neighbors get back on their feet and help build Southeast Texas back stronger than ever.”

To distribute the funds, Entergy turned to the Foundation for Southeast Texas, a nonprofit, public charity that accepts funds from 
donors, manages them and distributes them to nonprofits in the local community.

“Our community has been ravaged by Tropical Storm Imelda and this donation from Entergy Texas will go directly to the families 
impacted in Southeast Texas, some of whom are still recovering from Hurricane Harvey.” said Mellie Bevilacqua, executive director of 
the Foundation for Southeast Texas. “We’re thankful for community partners like Entergy Texas who continue to show up for Southeast 
Texas.”

Local organizations receiving funding include:
• Southeast Texas Emergency Relief Fund, $38,000
• The Mission Northeast, $25,000
• Orange County Disaster Rebuild, $20,000
• Community Assistance Center, $20,000
• Chambers County, St. Vincent de Paul, $10,000
• Southeast Texas Food Bank, $8,000
• Anayat House, $8,000
• Family Services of Southeast Texas, $8,000
• Liberty County Long-Term Recovery, $5,000
• Community Impact Center, $2,500
• Humble Area Assistance Ministries, $2,500
• Hardin County Strong, $3,000

The remaining funds include a $150,000 corporate donation to the American Red Cross and an additional $50,000 match of employee 
contributions through employee fund-raising drives that benefits fellow employees who suffered loss in the storm.

According to CNBC, Americans were expected to donate over $500 million to nonprofits during Giving Tuesday this year. But 
while the Giving Tuesday donations are helpful, experts say many organizations could use the support throughout the year.

Spreading your support out of the course of a year ensures the organizations you support are receiving steady income throughout 
the year and decreases the stress of year-end fundraising. 
 
With that in mind, instead of simply giving a one-off gift, consider working donations into your regular monthly or weekly 
spending. Charitable giving should be a consideration in any budget.  No matter what size of the gift, it’s a powerful habit to get 
into. 
 
Here are six strategies to help you make your charitable giving a year-round activity.

1. Get organized
With so many organizations in need of support, it can be daunting to make a decision on the spot when a charity asks you for 
a donation. Instead, consider what you’re passionate about and select a few charitable causes you want to support over the next 
year.

Giving money, as easy as it sounds, requires conscious effort.  By planning it out, you can ensure that you’re organized and always 
hitting your target amount.

2. Make it part of your monthly or weekly spending
Perhaps the best way to budget for planned giving is to do actually that — budget.  When it comes to creating a budgetyou should 
plan to donate a percentage of your income, rather than a dollar amount. This way if you are given a gift or get a bonus at workyou 
know ahead of time exactly how much you will set aside for your charitable giving.  

3. Make it automatic
Once you’ve selected the organizations you want to support and a monthly budget amount that makes sense for your financial 
situation, you can make the entire process automatic. Many nonprofits have portals that make it simple to set up a recurring 
monthly donation.

4. Look for matching
Many large employers offer matching programs for your charitable giving.  Sadly, not many people take advantage of this valuable 
benefit.  In fact, only a small percentage of employees submit matching gift requests. Yet this is a quick way to multiply the impact 
of your donation, so check your workplace intranet page or speak with HR to find out if your employer offers a program. This 
one additional step would have a huge impact on the causes you hold dear.  

5. Consider a donor-advised fund
While they have been typically described as a tool for the ‘wealthy,’ if you give regularly and to more than two or three organizations, 
consider opening a donor-advised fund at the Foundation for Southeast Texas.

Donor-advised funds are basically charitable investment accounts.  If you transfer cash, securities or other assets to a donoradvised 
fund at the Foundation, those funds can be invested tax-free and then distributed to nonprofits over time. With these accounts, 
you don’t have to track receipts for tax deductions and you have the option to make yourself an anonymous donor.

6. Look for other ways to contribute
If your budget is already tight and you don’t have any dollars to donate, consider donating your time. What some charities need, 
even more so than money, is volunteer support.  Think about what talents you bring to the table, he says. If you work in IT, 
consider volunteering to help set up or support a small nonprofit’s computer network. Maybe you’re in finance or accounting. If 
so, consider a board position as treasurer or assisting on financial or tax questions. Still in school? Many charities need support 
expanding their social media reach, or friendly faces to work booths and give out flyers.  

You can also help out by asking others for financial support. 

6 ways to make charitable GivinG part of your year-round budGet
And last, think about giving away any extra clothes or other goods that you may not be using and are in good condition. There 
are several organizations in southeast Texas that accept donations all year.

’Tis the season for giving, and with a more thoughtful and disciplined approach to your giving, you can truly experience why it 
is often so much better to give than to receive! 

https://www.cnbc.com/2019/12/04/6-ways-to-make-charitable-giving-part-of-your-year-round-budget.html


